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WELCOME
Whet her this is your first time at St
delighted youd6re worshiping with us!

with us today as if you were dropping in on a conversation already in
progress 0 a conversation between God and His people. Realize this is
a conversation that began long before any of us were born and will
continue long after all of us have passed. So, do not be surprised if
there are some things that you do not understand right away. Because

for a brief mo me nt today, youdre st efg
worship (in heaven and on earth) that reaches back into ancient times,
continues today, and will be offered

this conversation, for today God is here giving you His gifts of
forgiveness, life, and salvation, found only in Jesus Christ.

FAMILIES IN WORSHIP

During worship we |ike to have our ki
toworship 6f rom mom and dad. I f they cry,
ry! They are an important part of Go
al |l parents have been where youbre at

with it. In fact, try sitting in front so they can watch what is going on.

That said, if you feel you need somewhere quiet, there is a nursery
available that an usher can direct you to. There you can find a chang -
ing station as well. Also, St. Matthew has put together Busy Bags for kids

as you come into the sanctuary. Check them out!



CELEBRATING HOLY COMMUNION

As St. Matthew celebrates Holy Communion today, we ask both guests

and members to fill out the WELCOME card you received today with

your bulletin, with our guests giving special attention to our church fam -
ilyds communion beliefs and practice

St. Paul instructs us in 1 Corinthians 11:28 -29 that we are to prepare our -
selves to receive the Lordo6s Suppe-r.
clude:

Reflect on the Ten Commandments (Hymnal, pgs. 321 -322)

Meditate on the purpose of Communion (Hymnal, pgs. 326 -327)

Read the Christian Questions & Answers (Hymnal, pgs. 329 -330)

Read penitential psalms (Hymnal, front - Psalm 51, 32, 130, etc.)

Use suitable written prayers (Hymnal, inside front cover)

Read confession or communion hymns (Hymnal, hymns 606 -643)

BEFORE WORSHIP

St. Matthew enjoys all the warmth and conversation that goes along

with being a loving church family. Yet, also please remember to ob -
serve the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place, leaving the time dur -
ing the prelude music for people to pray and prepare for worship in the
sanctuary, and silencing your electronic devices. Thank you.

DURING WORSHIP

QUESTIONS/DIRECTIONSf you have any questions or need any direc -
tions (restrooms/elevator/nursery/changing station, etc.), please ask an

usher and they can assist you.

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS & LISTENING DEVIG®BSthose who are visually
or hearing impaired, large print bulletins and audio devices are availa -
ble with the ushers in the back.

STANDING/KNEELING DURING WORSHIP/COMMUNION: Please only
stand as able during our worship service or kneel as able at the com -
munion rail. If you are unable to come forward for communion, notify

an usher, and communion will be brought to your pew.

GLUTENFREE WAFERS & ALCOHOEREE WINE:For those with allergies,
on medication, or who require alcohol -free choices, both gluten -free
wafers and alcohol -free wine are available when communion is
celebrated. Gluten -free wafers are kept separate in small individual
bags. Just signal the pastor at the rail you require one. The alcohol -free
wine is red in the individual cup tray. Just take one as needed.
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PRELUDE MUSIC

WELCOME




N DiviyeService

OPENING HYMN Hymn 821

Alleluia! Sing To Jesus
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CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION

(Please Stand)

INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C Amen. Matthew 28:19b
CONFESSION

It is good to give thanks to the Lord
To herald His love in the morning. Psalm 42:1&2
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C

P  The Lord is merciful and gracious.

C  Slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. Psalm 103:8
=]

So let us then confess our sins unto God, our Father:

(Silence For Refl ecti on-ExaminaGom)d 6 s

P Heavenly Father, since you have set forth the way of life
for us in Your beloved Son, we confess with shame our
slowness to learn from Him, our failure to follow Him, our
reluctance to bear our cross.

C  Have mercy on me and forgive me, O Lord.

Forgive us the poverty of our worship, our neglect of Your
life-giving grace, our hesitating witness for Christ, our
imperfect stewardship of Your innumerable gifts.

C  Have mercy on me and forgive me, O God.

P Forgive us that so little of Your love has reached others
through us, that we have been thoughtless in our
judgments, hasty in our condemnation, grudging in
forgiveness, slow to seek reconciliation, unwilling to help
our neighbors as we ought.

C  Have mercy on me and forgive me, O Lord.

ABSOLUTION

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. So, as a called
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. They that
believe and are baptized will be saved. Mark 16:16

C  Amen. Grant this Lord, unto us all.




SERVICE OF THE WORD
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1 Have mer-cy on us, and hear our sol-emn prayer
2 Have mer-cy on us, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate

in us new hearts!




NOW THE FEAST
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Chorus Now the feast and cel - e - bration, all of cre - a-tion
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i — |

s * T R

oJ N E— R 4 —
freed and u-ni-ted us tobe one great people of God. Chorus
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2 Pow-er and riches, wis-dom and strength, all hon-or and
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3 For God has come to dwell with us,____ to make us

peo-ple of God; to make all things new._____  Chorus

SALUTATION

P The Lord be with you.
C  And also with you. 2 Timothy 4:22




COLLECT OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before
You relying on anything we have done, help us trust in Your
abiding grace and live according to Your Word; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

(Please Be Seated)

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 55:6 -9

L The OId Testament reading for the Sixteen Sunday After
Pentecost is from Isaiah, chapter 55.

60 S e e k Lorowile he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;
“let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the  LorD, that he may have compassion on him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.
°For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoug

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL

Fear the LORD, you His saints,
For those who fear Him lack nothing!

Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
But the LorD delivers him out of them all. Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.
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EPISTLE Philippians 1:12 -14, 19-30
L The Epistle is from Philippians, chapter 1.

12| want you to know, brothers, that what has happened
to me has really served to advance the gospel, 1350 that it has
become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all
the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ.  1And most of the
brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my
imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without
fear. . ..

1ofor | know that through your prayers and the help of
the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 20as
it is my eager expectation and hope that | will not be at all
ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be
honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 21For to me to
live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22If | am to live in the flesh, that
means fruitful labor for me. Yet which | shall choose | cannot tell.
23] am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart
and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24But to remain in the
flesh is more necessary on your account. 25Convinced of this, |
know that | will remain and continue with you all, for your
progress and joy in the faith, 26so that in me you may have
ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to
you again.

270nly let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of
Christ, so that whether | come and see you or am absent, | may
hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one
mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28and not
frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to
them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from
God. 29For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ
you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake,
30engaged in the same conflict that you saw | had and now
hear that | still have.

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

(Please Stand)



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e-ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 22: 34 -46

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty -
second chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

34But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the
Sadducees, they gathered together. 35And one of them, a
lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 30 Teacher , w
t he great commandment 3 Andnhe tsdideto L a
him, o You shall |l ove the Lord your
with all your soul and with all your mind. 38This is the great and
first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your
neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments
depend al |l the Law and the Prophets.

41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus
asked them a question, 42saying, 0 What do you théhi n
Christ? Wh os e Theynsaid ® himn,e 8 ® h e son
Davi @&#Hé&said to them, 0 How i s it t h d@mthet h
Spirit, calls him Lord, saying, 406 The Lord said to
my right hand, wuntil I put your e

45|f then David calls himLord, how i s he 4#Andso s o
one was able to answer him a word, nor from that day did
anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

(Please Be Seated)



CHI LDRENOGS MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY Hymn 579
The Law Of God Is Good And Wise

SERMON
Wrong Question. Right Answer. Matthew 22: 34 -46

OFFERING

(Please Stand)



