WELCOME
Whether this is your first time at St. Matthew or your thousandth, we’re
delighted you’re worshiping with us! Think of your worship experience
with us today as if you were dropping in on a conversation already in
progress – a conversation between God and His people. Realize this is
a conversation that began long before any of us were born and will
continue long after all of us have passed. So, do not be surprised if
there are some things that you do not understand right away. Because
for a brief moment today, you’re stepping into a continual stream of
worship (in heaven and on earth) that reaches back into ancient times,
continues today, and will be offered into eternity. So, let’s drop in on
this conversation, for today God is here giving you His gifts of
forgiveness, life, and salvation, found only in Jesus Christ.

FAMILIES IN WORSHIP
During worship we like to have our kids with us. It’s how they learn how
to worship – from mom and dad. If they cry, wiggle, or fuss, don’t worry! They are an important part of God’s Church too. Always know that
all parents have been where you’re at before. It is important you stick
with it. In fact, try sitting in front so they can watch what is going on.
That said, if you feel you need somewhere quiet, there is a nursery
available that an usher can direct you to. There you can find a changing station as well. Also, St. Matthew has put together Busy Bags for kids
as you come into the sanctuary. Check them out!

CELEBRATING HOLY COMMUNION
As St. Matthew celebrates Holy Communion today, we ask both guests
and members to fill out the WELCOME card you received today with
your bulletin, with our guests giving special attention to our church family’s communion beliefs and practice detailed on the back of the card.
St. Paul instructs us in 1 Corinthians 11:28-29 that we are to prepare ourselves to receive the Lord’s Supper. Ways we can prepare today include:
T Reflect on the Ten Commandments (Hymnal, pgs. 321-322)
T Meditate on the purpose of Communion (Hymnal, pgs. 326-327)
T Read the Christian Questions & Answers (Hymnal, pgs. 329-330)
T Read penitential psalms (Hymnal, front - Psalm 51, 32, 130, etc.)
T Use suitable written prayers (Hymnal, inside front cover)
T Read confession or communion hymns (Hymnal, hymns 606-643)

BEFORE WORSHIP
St. Matthew enjoys all the warmth and conversation that goes along
with being a loving church family. Yet, also please remember to observe the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place, leaving the time during the prelude music for people to pray and prepare for worship in the
sanctuary, and silencing your electronic devices. Thank you.

DURING WORSHIP
QUESTIONS/DIRECTIONS: If you have any questions or need any directions (restrooms/elevator/nursery/changing station, etc.), please ask an
usher and they can assist you.
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS & LISTENING DEVICES: For those who are visually
or hearing impaired, large print bulletins and audio devices are available with the ushers in the back.
STANDING/KNEELING DURING WORSHIP/COMMUNION:
Please only
stand as able during our worship service or kneel as able at the communion rail. If you are unable to come forward for communion, notify
an usher, and communion will be brought to your pew.
GLUTEN-FREE WAFERS & ALCOHOL-FREE WINE: For those with allergies,
on medication, or who require alcohol-free choices, both gluten-free
wafers and alcohol-free wine are available when communion is
celebrated. Gluten-free wafers are kept separate in small individual
bags. Just signal the pastor at the rail you require one. The alcohol-free
wine is red in the individual cup tray. Just take one as needed.

PRELUDE MUSIC

WELCOME

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Hymn 813

Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng (STZ 1-3, 7)
Please Stand And Face The Cross In The Back Of The Sanctuary
Turning Toward The Altar As The Cross Passes By You
—The Cross Symbolizes Christ’s Presence Coming Among Us—

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
INVOCATION
P

C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Matthew 28:19b

CONFESSION
P
C

It is good to give thanks to the Lord
To herald His love in the morning.

P
C

The Lord is merciful and gracious.
Slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

P

So let us then confess our sins unto God, our Father:

Psalm 42:1&2

Psalm 103:8

(Silence For Reflection On God’s Word And Self-Examination)

P

C
P
C

Heavenly Father, since you have set forth the way of life
for us in Your beloved Son, we confess with shame our
slowness to learn from Him, our failure to follow Him, our
reluctance to bear our cross.
Have mercy on me and forgive me, O Lord.
Forgive us the poverty of our worship, our neglect of Your
life-giving grace, our hesitating witness for Christ, our
imperfect stewardship of Your innumerable gifts.
Have mercy on me and forgive me, O God.

P

C

Forgive us that so little of Your love has reached others
through us, that we have been thoughtless in our
judgments, hasty in our condemnation, grudging in
forgiveness, slow to seek reconciliation, unwilling to help
our neighbors as we ought.
Have mercy on me and forgive me, O Lord.

ABSOLUTION
P

C

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. So, as a called
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father,
and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. They that believe
and are baptized will be saved.
Mark 16:16
Amen. Grant this Lord, unto us all.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
KYRIE

NOW THE FEAST

SALUTATION
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

2 Timothy 4:22

COLLECT OF THE DAY
P
C

Let us pray.
O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your
only-begotten Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You
by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine
presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
(Please Be Seated)

OLD TESTAMENT
P

Isaiah 60:1-6

The First Reading for Epiphany is from Isaiah, chapter 60.

1Arise,

shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will be seen upon you.
3And nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising.
4Lift up your eyes all around, and see;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from afar,
and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.
5Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and exult,
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL
P
C

Praise the LORD, all nations!
Extol Him, all peoples!

P
C

For great is His steadfast love toward us,
And the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.

P
C

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name;
Bring an offering, and come into His courts!

EPISTLE
P

The Epistle is from Ephesians, chapter 3.

Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8

Ephesians 3:1–12

1For

this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you
Gentiles— 2assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of
God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3how the mystery was
made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly.
4When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the
mystery of Christ, 5which was not made known to the sons of
men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy
apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6This mystery is that the
Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
7Of

this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of
God’s grace, which was given me by the working of his power.
8To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was
given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ, 9and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the
mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, 10so that
through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.
11This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized
in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and access
with confidence through our faith in him.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
(Please Stand)

GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL
The Holy Gospel Is Read From The Center Of God’s People,
Symbolizing The Good News Going Out To All The World

HOLY GOSPEL
P

C

Matthew 2:1-12

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second
chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

1Now

after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to
Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to
worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled,
and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ
was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it

is written by the prophet: 6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for
from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people
Israel.’”
7Then

Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained
from them what time the star had appeared. 8And he sent them
to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child,
and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may
come and worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went
on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it
rose went before them until it came to rest over the place
where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they saw
the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and
worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him
gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a
dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own
country by another way.
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
(Remain Standing)

GOSPEL RECESSIONAL

(Please Be Seated)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
HYMN OF THE DAY

Songs Of Thankfulness And Praise

Hymn 394

SERMON
(Please Stand)

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits
at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will
have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the T life of the
world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P

We pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus, and
for all people according to their needs.
(At the conclusion of each petition, the Pastor says, “Lord, in
your mercy.” The congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”)

P
C

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
Amen.
(Please Be Seated)

OFFERING
(Please Stand)

OFFERTORY

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

2 Timothy 4:22

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Colossians 3:1

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Psalm 136

PROPER PREFACE
P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P

C

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, who out of
your tender love for us gave your only Son, Jesus Christ, to
take our nature upon himself and to suffer death on the
cross for our redemption. Assembled in His name and in
the communion of all saints, send down your Holy Spirit
upon us, to sanctify and renew us in body and soul for the
sake of Your Son.
We pray You, that so many of us as shall here receive the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, may be filled with
all heavenly benediction and grace. Grant to us, who
trust in the multitude of your mercies, our part and
fellowship with all the saints, not weighting our merits, but
pardoning our offenses, through Christ our Lord, by whom,
and with whom, and in whom, we have our being.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
C

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Matthew 26:26-28

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”

P

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

PAX DOMINI
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI

(Please Be Seated)

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
Hymn 395, O Morning Star, How Fair And Bright
Hymn 643, Sent Forth By God’s Blessing
Hymn 397, As With Gladness Men Of Old
(Please Stand)

DISMISSAL
P

C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen
and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting.
Depart T in peace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P

C

Let us pray.
Grant, O Lord, that what we have received with our lips we
may keep with pure hearts, and that through Your gifts
imparted to us in this present life, we may hereafter receive
life everlasting; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
P

C

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look
upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
Numbers 6:24-26
(Please Be Seated)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please Stand And Face The Cross In The Front Of The Sanctuary
Turning Toward The Back Of The Sanctuary As It Passes By You
—The Cross Symbolizes Christ Leading Us Back Out Into The World—

RECESSIONAL HYMN

Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing

Hymn 924

POSTLUDE
St. Matthew’s Divine Service | Setting Six
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV ® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Kyrie, Have Mercy on Us, Lord Tune: Public
Domain Text: Gracia Grindal © 1998, Augsburg Fortress #A-729515. All rights reserved. Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen © 1990
GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-729515. Gospel Acclamation, Tillis Butler © 1999 Augsburg Fortress, reprinted under
OneLicense.net #A-729515. All rights reserved. Praise and Thanksgiving, Tune: Public domain Text: © 1987 Oxford University Press. Used by
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001048 Heavenly Host in Ceaseless Worship Tune: © 2000 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Text: © 1975 Hope
Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001048 Lamb of God, Tune and text: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. Used
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Saint Matthew’s

WORSHIP
SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY
Preacher
Organist
Flutist
Elders
Ushers
Acolyte

Rev. Michael Brown
Jared Stiek
Joan Kosman
Steve Lazarus, Jeff Wilson
Claudette Carstensen, Bill Hartman, Robin Liddell
Carl Bormet

ALTAR FLOWERS TODAY

Use our website or the envelopes in either lobby to easily signup
to place flowers on the altar in 2023. Checks for $35 should be
payable to St. Matthew Altar Guild and placed in the Altar Guild
mailbox across from the church office.

CALLED HOME

The Lord called unto Himself our sister in Christ, Emily Mola, on
Thursday, January 5th. Emily’s funeral will be at St. Matthew at
10:30AM on Saturday, January 14th, with visitation here on Friday
from 5:00-7:00PM.

PRAYER REQUESTS

Please use the WELCOME card to write down any prayer
requests for worship next Sunday (health, surgeries, anniversaries,
etc.) or call or email the church office.

CELEBRATE
BIRTHDAYS

1/9 Kimberly Priola
1/10 Elina Klippel
1/14 Peter Gorski

1/14 Jamie Gotlund
1/15 Sue Tomczak

GATHER
Joy Through Being Christ’s Family Together

BAPTISMAL CELEBRATION NEXT SUNDAY
During our worship service next Sunday, we celebrate all who
are saved through the cleansing waters of baptism. We will recognize those who are celebrating a “milestone” baptismal birthday (you were baptized in a year ending in a ‘3’ or an ‘8’). Thus
far we know of the following St. Matthew members who have
dates in these years. If you don’t see your name here, tell Pastor
Brown or Holly Wilson in the office and provide us with your baptismal date.
Claudette Carstensen, Jean Fuhs, Tom Hoff,
Louann Hudziak, Justuce Klippel, Steve Lazarus, Rev. Gerald
Schalk, Tom Stark, Victoria Teik.

GROW
Growth Through Receiving Christ’s Word Together

BIBLE STUDY THIS MORNING
Today we begin a new study based on Matthew, chapter 1.
Start a New Year’s trend and join us downstairs each Sunday at
8:45AM in fellowship hall for Bible study!

YOUTH GROUP THIS MORNING
Youth Group is studying Ephesians 4:17-24 this morning to learn
about how your life can make a difference in the new year.
Paul talks about putting off your old self and putting on the new
self created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and
holiness. This is a good lesson to remind us how we should live as
followers of Jesus.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
The class studies how Joseph forgave his brothers. See you in
Sunday School at 8:45AM!

GO
Service Through Doing Christ’s Work Together

COMMUNITY MEAL THIS THURSDAY
Come dine with your fellow community members this Thursday
from 5:00-6:00PM. Pork chops, rice, and more are on the menu!
This is an easy way to visit with someone who is already on the St.
Matthew campus.

CAMPUS MASTER PLAN UPDATE


Since September, we have continued to receive additional
intentions toward our Gather, Grow, and Go in Christ Capital
Campaign. We now have some $2.6 million committed for
this project. In late December, we received the final bids for
the project. We continue to see God’s blessings on moving
forward.



In the next week, we intend to sign a contract with the
general contractor. The Board of Directors will need to
approved this to make sure it aligns with the scope as
approved by the St. Matthew voters in late July/August.

NEEDED:


We need a move coordinator to help lead efforts to relocate
our ministries to the lower level. We anticipate this move
happening either just before or just after February 5th. A
specific date will probably be ascertained over the next
week.



Please pray for a smooth transition logistically in our facility.
Pray for the continued faithfulness of our members to receive
Christ’s Word and sacraments weekly, and a closer binding
together as a church family during these months of waiting in
our lower level. (Think of it as an extended camping trip!)

